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The Planters Plea, or grounds of plantations examined 
and usual objections answered : together with a mani- 
festation of the causes mooving such as have lately vn- 
dertaken a plantation in New England. For the sa- 
tisfaction of those that question the lawfidnesse of the 
action. 2 Thes. v. 21. Prove all things, and holde 
fast that which is good. London, printed by William 
Jones, 1628. 4to pp. 84. 

Their Majesties Colony of Connecticut in New-England 
vindicated from the abuses of a pamphlet licensed and 
printed at New-York 1694, intituled Some seasonable 
considerations of the good people of Connecticut. By 
an answer thereunto. Boston, in New-England, printed 
by Bartholomew Green, Anno. Dom. 1694. 4to pp. 43. 

These two pamphlets are in the library of the Boston 
Atheneuin : the lasf is an extremely ill written, passionate 
answer to the New-York pamphlet, which was composed 
to justify the usurpations of the Governour of New-York on 
the people of Connecticut, in regard to the control of the 
militia and military services. Connecticut successfully 
resisted, and justice was on her side, but if she bad pos- 
sessed no other advocate except the writer of this pamphlet, 
her rights would have been trampled upon with impunity. 
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The first pamphlet is tolerably well written, and it con- 
tains one valuable document for the historian, in the minute 
account which it gives, of the origin and failure of the com- 
pany, which in the first planting of Plymouth, undertook to 
derive profit from a fishing project ; that being the only in- 
stance where pecuniary motives operated on the first 
projectors of that colony, which owed its existence almost 
entirely to the unconquerable love of political and religious 
liberty. 

The author of the Planter's Plea, states the objections 
that were then made to planting colonies, and makes an 
answer to each in the manner of a dialogue. The second 
objection with his answer, will shew what were some of the 
opinions of that day, and the style in which the book is 
written. 

'Objection 2d. But the pretended end of winning the 
' heathen to the knowledge of God and embracing of the 
' faith of Christ, is a meere fantasie, and a worke not only of 
' uncertaine but unlikely successe, as appears by our fruit- 
' lesse endeavours that way, both in Virginia and Nerv- 
' England, where Nem-Plimmoiith men inhabiting now 
' these ten yeares, are not able to give any account of any 
' one man converted to Christianity. 

'Answer. And no marvell unlesse God should worke 
' by miracle ; neither can it be expected that worke should 
' take effect untill we may be more perfectly acquainted 
' with their language, and they with ours. Indeede it is 
' true, both the Natives and English understand so much 
' of one another's language, as may enable them to trade 
'with one another, and fit them for conference about things 
' that are subject to outward sense, and so they understand 
' our use in keeping the Sabbath day, observe our rever- 
'ence in the worship of God, are somewhat acquainted 
'with the morall precepts, know that adultery, murther, 
' theft and lying are forbidden, which nature teacheth, be- 
' cause these things are outward, and may be understood 
'almost by sense : But how shall a man expresse unto them 
'things meerely spirituall, which have no affinity with sense, 
' unlesse wee were thoroughly acquainted with their language, 
' and they with ours? neither can we in theirs, or they in ours 
'utter any continued speech, because neither we nor they 
' understand the moods, tenses, cases, numbers, preeposi- 
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' tions, adverbes, &c. which make coherence in words and 
4 expresse a perfect sense. Besides, it hath beene intimat- 
4 ed, that wee hardly have found a brutish people wonne 
4 before they had been taught civility. So wee must endea- 
' vour and expect to worke that in them first, and Religion 
' afterwards. Amongst such as have been brought over 
'into England from Virginia there was one Nanawack, 
4 a youth sent over by the Lo. de Larvare, when hee was 
' Governour there, who coming over and living here a yeare 
4 or two in houses where hee heard not much of religion, 
' but saw and heard many times examples of drinking, 
' swearing, and like evills, remained as hee was a meere 
' Pagan ; but after removed into a Godly family, hee was 
4 strangely altered, grew to understand the principles of 
4 Religion, learned to reade, delighted in the Scriptures, 
' Sermons, Prayers, and other Christian duties, wonderfully 
4 bewailed the state of his countrymen, especially his 
' brethren ; and gave such testimonies of his love to the 
4 truth, that hee was thought fit to be baptised ; but being 
'prevented by death, left behind such testimonies of his 
4 desire of God's favour, that it mooved such Godly chris- 
4 tians as knew him, to conceive well of his condition ; nei- 
4 ther is there any cause to doubt but time may bring on in 
4 others, as well as it did in him, that which wee expect 
' upon a sodaine in vaine. 

4 Repls-. But some conceive the inhabitants of New- 
4 England to be Cham's posterity, and consequently shut 
4 out from grace by Noah's curse, till the conversion of the 
' Jewes be past at least. . 

4 Answer. How do they appeare to be Cham's posfer- 

• ity ? whose sonnes by the agreement of writers, tooke up 
4 their dwellings together, in Canaan, Palestina, and the 

* parts adjoyning in Arabia, Egypt, Mauritania, Lybia 
4 and other bordering parts of Africke, and consequently 
4 for any footsteps of their descents appearing unto us, might 
4 bee as farre from peopling the West-Indies as any other 
4 part of the posteritie of Noah's sonnes. Neither doe mens 
4 conjectures agree, (for we have no certainties to build on) 
4 whence these countries of the parts of America towards 
4 New-England might most probably be peopled. But admit 
4 the inhabitants to be Cliam's posteritie, doth not the pro- 
4 phet Esay foretell the conversion of Cham's posteritie in 
4 Egypt, performed in the primitive times, all histories wit- 
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' nessing that the Egyptians had amongst them a Church 
' of eminent note, governed by divers Bishops under the Pa- 
' triarch of Alexandria? and who knowes not (he nume- 
'rous Churches of Africke, wherein were above 160 Bishops 
' in St. Austin's time, governing sundry nations, all of them 
'of Cham's posteritie? But what testimonie of scripture, 
' lays such a fearfull curse upon all Cham's posteritie 1 
' Noah's curse reacheth but to one branch, to Canaan, and 
'as interpreters conceive, with especiall relation to the ex- 
' tirpation of that part of his issue, which inhabited Judea, 
' by the children of Israel. It is too much boldnesse then 
' to curse where God hath not cursed, and shut out those 
'from the meanes of grace, whom God hath not excluded.' 



Voyages du Baron de la Hontan dans I'Amerique Sep- 
tentrionale, qui contiennent une relation des differens 
peuples qui y habitent : la nature de leur gouvernement : 
leur commerce, leurs contumes, leur religion : et leur, 
maniere de faire la guerre : I'interet des Francois et 
des Anglois dans le commerce qu'ils font avec ces na- 
tions ; V advantage que I'Angleterre petit retirer de ce 
pais, etant en guerre avec la France. Le tout enrichie 
de Cartes et des figures. Seconde edition, revue, corrigi 
et augments. A laHaye chez. C. Delo. 1706. 2 vols. 
12mo. 

The author of these travels, the Baron de la Hontan, 
was in the military service of France. The first of his 
letters is dated at Quebeck, November 8th, 1683, and the 
last in Portugal in January, 1694, for having quarrelled 
with a superiour officer he was afraid to return to France. 
During this period he was in every part of the French 
northern colonies. The preface prefixed to this second 
edition by the Dutch editor, would lead a reader to place 
very little reliance on the work, as he avows having taken 
many liberties, to render the letters more pleasing. The 
accounts however bear every mark of authenticity, and are 
quite confirmed by cotemporary, as well as subsequent 
writers on the same country. 

The Baron seems to have been an ardent and enterpriz- 
ing character, with more wit than discretion. He was often 
placed in remote posts, associated much with the savages ; 
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joined tham in their hunting parties, and was pleased with 
much of their habits and character. He undertook an ex- 
pedition of discovery, and penetrated high up the Missouri. 
This was a great effort, when it is considered, that he took 
his departure from civilization at Montreal. He confirms 
the statement made by Colden, that the Govei nour of Can- 
ada, M. de Frontenac, tortured in the most horrible manner, 
two prisoners of the Five Nations, which he justified on the 
score of policy ! He gives a particular account of the re- 
markable interview between the Governour of Canada, M. 
de la Barre, and the ambassadors of the Five Nations ; and 
records the speech of Garangula in nearly the same terms 
as Colden. In the first volume, p. 141. he gives an anec- 
dote of one of his countrymen as follows. He is speaking 
of a party of Hurons under his command, who made four- 
teen prisoners in an encounter with a parly of the Five 
Nations. To translate his words. ' They divided twelve 
' of them among themselves, they gave away the two others^ 
' one of them to M. de J ucherau commanding the Fort, and 
'the other to the Ottawas. What would enable you to 
' guess, Sir, which of these slaves had the most fortunate 
' lot ; you would bet a hundred to one, that it was him who 
' was given to M. de Jucherau. In fact reason seems to 
' dictate, that a French officer and a christian, should have 
' more humanity than savages. You deceive yourself 
•greatly, notwithstanding ; M. de Jucherau had no sooner 

• received his Iroquois, than he engaged in the pleasing 

* frolick of having him shot ; while the Ottawas preserved 
' the life of their victim.' 

In his 16th letter, after giving an account of his journey 
to the Missouri, he details a plan to form a suitable party 
for a journey of discovery into (he interiour of the conti- 
nent. He makes the number far too large, but there are 
many good rules given, and such as shew an experienced 
man. There is one quite characteristick ; the practice 
may have existed, but the particular directions have been 
seldom published. ' Another measure necessary to a com- 
' mandant is to have a skillful spy, and to pay him well ; by 
' this means, as he will know every thing that takes place, 
' he can regulate his conduct clearly and upon certain 
'grounds, to obviate any evil or to cut it off. The princi- 
' pal point is to detect the first mover and author of a cabal ; 
' such a discovery demands great cunning and sCcfecy ; but 
' when you have so thoroughly examined things, that no 
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' doubt remains respecting the guilty person, it is absolutely 
' necessary to get rid of him ; but as it would be attended 
' with too much danger to take away his life, in sight of his 
' pactizans : he should be dispatched to the other world by 
' a subterranean rout, so that he may suddenly disappear, 
' without any of his fellows knowing what has become of him.' 
The second volume contains a general account of the 
French possessions in Canada. An account of the animals, 
trees, &c. which is rather meagre ; and an account of the 
religion, customs, character, armorial bearings, hieroglvph- 
icks, &c. of the natives, to which is added a short dictionary 
of the Algonquin dialect. — But the most remarkable part of 
this volume, is a supposed conversation between La Hontan 
and Adario, the celebrated chief of the Deomondadies, a 
tribe of the Hurous. It is divided into three dialogues, 
upon religion, lams, and self-interest. These are in fact a 
satire in which the civilized man contends with the savage, 
but only to give him the advantage. These dialogues have 
much of the wit and manner of Voltaire, or rather Voltaire 
has much of these, and it would be curious to know how 
far succeeding writers have borrowed from this book, com- 
paratively little known. This kind of satire has been 
repeated since even to nauseousness, but this is somewhat 
remarkable, when it is recollected, that it was written before 
the close of the lfth century. 

The History of the Province of New- York, from the first 
discovery to (he year 17"32. To which is annexed a 
description of the country, with a short account of the 
Inhabitants, their trade, religious and political state, and 
the constitution of the Courts of Justice in that Colony. 

Lo ! swarming o'er the new discovered ivorld 

Gay colonies extend : the calm retreat 

Of undeserv'd distress. — 

— Bound by social freedom firm they rise ! 

Of Britain's empire the support and strength. 

Nee minor est virtus, quam quaerere parta tueri. 

By William Smith, A. M. London, printed for Tho> 
mas Wilcox, 1757. 4to pp. 255. 

This work which the author in his preface modestly gives 
to the world as a plain narrative, and not a regular history* 
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contains many valuable materials for the historian. He 
brings his relation no further than the year 1T32 ; and it is 
since that period, that the state of New-York has acquired 
a due importance, by a developement of the power and 
advantages which its local situation and extensive territory 
confer. Its early history is much less interesting than that of 
Massachusetts or Virginia. The tameness and ignorance of 
its original Dutch settlers were long predominant, and being 
a conquered colony, those jealous feelings of liberty and early 
precautions for self-government, which mark every step of 
the New-England colonists, were little felt or feebly attempt- 
ed. In the early stages of the colony no foundations were 
laid for the education of the inhabitants; the ignorance that 
was the consequence, the author frequently laments. Their 
Governours came over to them with very arbitrary notions 
of power, and considered the administration of the colony 
to be wholly at their control. They had a Council and 
an assembly ; the latter was so subservient that for a long 
time, they voted supplies for a period of years, which were 
placed at the entire disposal of the Governour, who render- 
ed no account. It was of course considered a place for a 
Governour to make his fortune, and generally given to 
needy favourites for this purpose. 

The quarrels which ensued from Lesler's assumption of 
the government, and his execution long agitated the coun- 
try. They were besides engaged in disputes with New- 
Jersey, Connecticut, and Massachusetts, about limits. They 
were not free from religious quarrels, so common to those 
times, and had a long contest to escape from the authority 
of the Ecclesiastical power in the mother country. 

Mr. Smith seems to consider it an advantage that they 
were too ignorant to make laws, and establish precedents of 
their own, as was the case with their Eastern neighbours ; 
and therefore retained the laws and legal usages of England, 
more unmixed than any other colony. A Court of Chan- 
cery was early established, and the Governour who was 
generally a military man, or sometimes a mere courtier, was 
the Chancellor. The monstrous evils of such a jurisdiction, 
were frequently an occasion of vexation, and fruitless oppo- 
sition. 

The connexion between New- York and the Five Nations, 
is the most interesting part of the early history of that 
state ; a better account is given of it by Colden than by 
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Smith. On the subject of Indian trade and alliance, and 
the extension of colonial limits, it is impossible not to remark 
the systemaiick design, the farsighted views, and indefatigable 
exertions of the French government in all their undertak- 
ings. While the history of the English colonies down to 
the year tfdO, discovers throughout, that the government 
at home were without any definite views respecting them, 
any comprehensive system for their administration, or any 
wise combination for futurity. To subject those, whose 
unconquerable spirit had induced them to fly from tyranny 
at home, to a still meaner subservience in their newly ac- 
quired country ; to devise something for the sordid wants 
of craving followers, seemed to be the whole object of the 
desultory policy of the ministry. The French, under every 
disadvantage, except that they could more easily assimilate 
with the habits of the savages, had with a handful of men 
drawn a magick circle round all the English colonies, who 
were obliged io use the most incessant efforts to awaken 
the government in England to a sense of their situation ; 
and till the famous expedition which terminated in the con- 
quest of Canada, in which too, they bore a very important 
part, they had to contend almost unassisted against the skill 
and ambition of the French. Twice they were placed in 
the most imminent danger of losing their Indian allies, and 
seeing them go over to the French, which might perhaps 
have changed the whole fate of North-America. One of 
these occasions was occasioned by the stupid bigotry of 
James ; the other was owing to the paltry views and gross 
ignorance of a few merchants in New-York and London. 
In the excellent report that was drawn up by Governour 
Barnet's Council, to submit to the Lords of trade and plan- 
tations in opposition to these interested views, the case of 
the Dutch trader is introduced with considerable effect. 

* The Count d'Estrade in his letters in 1638 says, that when 
« the Dutch ware besieging Antwerp, one Beiland, who had 
'loaded four fly-boats with arms and powder for Antwerp, 
' being taken up by the Prince of Orange's order, and ex- 
' amined at Amsterdam, said boldly, that the burghers of 
'Amsterdam had a right to trade every where; that he 

* could name a hundred who were factors for the merchants 
'at Antwerp, and that he was one. That trade cannot be in- 
' terrupted, and that for his part, he was very free to own, 
' that if to get any thing by trade, it were necessary to pass 
' through Hell, he would venture to burn his sails.' p. 165. 
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Having cited in a former article, an indignant reflection 
from Major Rogers against the people of Rhode-Island, 
for trading with the French in time of war, it will be curi- 
ous to see how the same thing is viewed by Mr. Smith. 
After saying that, ' the trade of this Province was never 

* so flourishing,' &c. he goes on, ' Provisions, which are 
'our staple bore a high price in the West-Indies. The 

* French distressed through the want of them, gladly re- 
' ceived our flags of truce, though they had sometimes, but 
' one or two prisoners on board, because they were always 

* loaded with flour, beef, pork, and such-like commodities. 
' The danger their own vessels were exposed to, induced 
' them to sell their sugars to us at a very low rate.' p. 217. 

There is an inadvertence in speaking of the sentence of 
one Manning for treason ; he had given up a fort to the 
Dutch. * The scandalous charge which Manning on his 
' trial confessed to be true, is less surprising than the lenity 
' of the sentence pronounced against him. It was this, that 

* though he deserved death, yet because he had since the 
' surrender been in England, and seen the King and the Duke, 
' it was adjudged that his sword should be broke over his 
' head in public, before the City-Hall, and himself rendered 
'incapable of wearing a sword, and of serving his Majesty 
' for the future in any public trust in the government.' 
Surely that sentence, which would render life insupportable, 
is less lenient, than taking it away. 

The writer assigns a good reason for leaving his history 
at the period of 1732. Because in the publick controversies 
that afterward took place, a near relation of his was greatly 
concerned. But in amplifying his remarks, though the 
principle with proper modifications may be just, he con- 
cludes the chapter rather awkwardly — 'Besides, a writer 
' who exposes the conduct of the living, will inevitably meet 
'with their fury and resentment. The prudent historian 
'of his own times, will always be a coward, and never give 
' fire till death protects him from the malice and stroke of 
'his enemy.' p. 180. 



FOR THE NORTH-AMERICAN JOURNAL. 

In the last number some mention was made of a plan, un- 
der consideration, for commencing an institution to encou- 
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